
Oh the things you can accomplish with 
a vast  and wonderful network, a clear 
direct ion and a st rong and purposeful 
mind!  As always, we are thankful to 
everyone who supported the foundation 
this year.

The past year has been a year of growth, 
change and cultural shift. It's been a 
year of laughter, memories, sadness and 
reflection. And, because of all of these 
things, The JRCF board has been 
focusing on what we can do to positively 
impact education, the earth and mental 
health. We continue to search for and 
help create initiatives that blend these 
focus areas together, as each one is innately interconnected, and embody Jake's legacy.

It  has been a constant  and incredible reminder of Jake's magic and the power of community each time we 
reach out to someone in Jake's life. Jake's friends, family and others in his numerous communities are quick to 
respond with open arms and an open heart. It is no surprise that these people are the ones that Jake chose to 
surround himself with and it is no surprise that these people want to carry out his legacy alongside the foundation in 
whatever way they can.

This year marked another difficult  goodbye. Jake's dad, Mark Clemens, passed away in October 2017. Mark was a 
perpetual source of laughter, love, humility, hard work, friendship and unconditional support. It is fitting that we pay 
tribute to the man who shaped our foundation's namesake. 

We miss Jake everyday. His humour, his passion, his work ethic and his commitment to the world and everyone 
around him. We continue the Foundation's work in hopes of supporting people the way that Jake did.   

" It 's not  about  what  is. It 's about  what  can become"  (Dr. Suess The Lorax)
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pictured above: Mark and Jake Clemens

Mark was an amazing role model and provided unconditional support to Jake and his brother Jonathon. 
He led by example and showed his family how to treat people and the environment - with dignity and 
respect. He always encouraged people to be their best selves, holding them accountable to their dreams, 
aspirations and personal values. He always had a funny anecdote or story to tell and it always came with 
a meaningful lesson. We will never forget our dear friend Mark and the faith he had in all of us. One of 
his last requests was that any donations in his honour be made to the JRCF.  

See page 2 for details on the Mark Clemens inspired project at the St. Joseph's Hospice.

 ABOUT MARK



Cur r ent   PRoj ect s 

In our inaugural year, the JRCF board spent its time securing multi-year 
partnerships with educational institutions, creating Jake's Grove and 
examining a potential partnership with Outward Bound. This year, the 
JRCF board shifted its efforts to funding and developing new mental 
health initiatives with regional mental health organizations as well as 
developing a partnership with St. Joseph's Hospice. 

This year's scholarship award recipients were Aaron Shantz (WLU) and 
Jennifer Chen (UWO). We had the chance to learn more about Jennifer 
and to hear her thoughts about some of the social and environmental 
challenges we're facing today.  See page 3 for Q&A with Jennifer Chen.

JRCF members and friends joined ReForest London at the Celebration 
Forest again this year to plant a tree in memory of Jake. Despite  overcast 
and rainy weather, the event was well attended with hundreds of  people 
planting a tree in memory and in celebration of loved ones. This was the 
second year that a tree has been planted in  memory of Jake at this 
event. The dedication can be found on site and online here. 

St . Joseph's Hospice
Thanks to the generous donations received by the JRCF in memory of 
Mark Clemens, the JRCF was able to commit $15,000 to St . Joseph's 
Hospice over three years! 

At Mark's request, the JRCF has worked closely with the St. Joseph's 
Hospice, a  charitable organization that provides compassionate care and  
companionship to palliative and bereaved individuals and families within  London and Middlesex. During his time at 
St. Joseph's, Mark along with his family and friends were amazed by the hospice's commitment to environmental 
sustainability and LEED Canada's Gold Certification. This, in addition to the phenomenal care provided to Mark, 
made it obvious that the values of the hospice and the JRCF were closely aligned.  

The ongoing procurement of environmentally 
friendly supplies was  a need identified by the 
hospice. The JRCF has worked with the 
hospice to not  only fund the procurement 
but  also to create a long term  framework of 
criteria for sustainable environmental 
purchasing.  During Jake's time with the 
Vancouver  Aquarium, he developed a 
forward-looking Sustainable Purchasing 
Program. Elements of  this program have been 
shared with the hospice for their  adoption and 
implementation.

A portion of  funds provided by the JRCF  will 
also go to bereavement support and 
professional counseling services.  The JRCF is 
thrilled to support these initiatives that 
intersect environmental sustainability and 
mental health.

Wilf r id Laur ier  Universit y (WLU): 
an award for undergraduate 
students in the Geography or 
Environmental Studies programs 
where Jake earned a Bachelor 's in 
Environmental Studies. 

Universit y of  West ern Ont ar io 
(UWO):  an award for graduate 
students in the Master 's in 
Environment & Sustainability 
program where Jake earned his 
Master 's in Environment & 
Sustainability. 

Not focusing on purely academic 
merit, these awards are intended to 
provide financial relief to a student 
who embodies Jake-like 
characteristics.   

THE JACOB 
ROSS CLEMENS 
AWARDS

JRCF board members and friends presenting $15,000 to the St. Joseph's 
Hospice in memory of Mark Clemens

http://reforestlondon.ca/sites/default/files/content/2018_CF_Honouree_Sign_FINAL.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/video.php?href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fjacobrossclemensfoundation%2Fvideos%2F1797364867205318%2F&show_text=0&width=400


SHOUT out s
Adam Armeland cycled 200km for his 8th year in the 
Ride to Conquer Cancer. This year Adam rode with Jake's 
name on his race bib. Congratulations Adam on your ride 
and thank you for your commitment. We know Jake 
would be proud!  Adam and Jessica Armeland also 
named their newborn daughter Cobie Rae, a variant of 
the name Jacob Ross.

Jake?s colleagues at the Vancouver Aquarium organized 
a shoreline cleanup in Jake's honour. Even a heavy 
downpour  didn't stop them from remembering Jake in a 
way that makes a tangible difference. 

Stacey Rombough and Teb Doughty are donating to 
the JRCF in lieu of party favours at their upcoming 
wedding while Josh Kleinst iver and Roselle Downey 
will similarly support the JRCF at their wedding. 

Fut ur e  Pr oj ect s
The JRCF is looking to sponsor an event or training in a  
high school in southwestern Ontario to increase 
awareness about mental health and suicide prevention. 
Have a lead on a high school or another idea about how 
to increase awareness of mental health? Send it to us by 
clicking here! 

Kim Clemens

Josh Kleinstiver

Jenna Simpson

Jamie Shea

Matthew Bell

Jon Clemens

Donat e online at JacobClemensFoundation.com

Or donat e by cheque. 
Make cheque payable to:
Raymond James Canada Foundation 
(with "The Jacob Ross Clemens Foundation" in the 
memo field) and send to:
Raymond James Canada Foundation
2100 - 925 West Georgia St. 
Vancouver, BC  V6C 3L2

Like us on Facebook and follow us on Instagram 
at @JRC_Foundat ion

DONATE NOW TO
 SUPPORT JAKE'S 
LEGACY 

t he JRCF  boar d

This foundat ion was born from a shared belief that  
Jake's work and mindset  must  endure. Jake left 
behind with us a desire to give wholly, be 
compassionate towards one another and most 
importantly; the belief that we should leave the world a 
little better than how we found it.

 

Q & A wit h Jennif er  Chen
Q: What are your thoughts about the interconnectedness of mental health and environmental sustainability?

A: In recent  t imes we?ve seen a disregard of environmental sustainability in favour of economic return and 
while this produces short-term gains, the wide range of benefits that  the environment brings us can?t  be 
discounted. Since environmental sustainability correlates with mental health, protect ing the environment 
produces both benefits for the environment and human well-being.  

Q: How will the financial support provided by the JRCF help you to achieve your goals?

A: Being the recipient  of this year's award will contribute towards my tuit ion and has further mot ivated me to 
pursue a career where I can posit ively impact  environmental and social spheres to create last ing change.

(For the full interview with Jennifer, click here.)
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